
2019-20 KAMIAK ENGLISH I HONORS 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 
 

I. Malala Yousafzai’s I Am Malala - All English I Honors students are required to read Malala 

Yousafzai’s I Am Malala in its entirety.  Students are also required to complete the First Pass 

assignment listed below.  The assignment will be due the first Friday of the school year.  Each 

student must complete the assignment on his/her own; students may not collaborate with each other 

or use internet sources to complete the task.  Plagiarism and cheating are never acceptable options.   

 

II. Why read Malala Yousafzai’s I Am Malala?  During the year, English I Honors students will be 

analyzing rhetorical and literary devices with an emphasis on theme and thematic statements. 

Further, our first unit centers around the value of an education. Yousafzai discusses her journey and 

challenges on the path to achieve one. 

 

 

III. FIRST PASS PROMPTS: HONORS ENGLISH I 

FPs are not mini-essays; they’re close-reading exercises. You should begin with a claim that 

represents your best answer to the prompt and then turn to a close reading of representative evidence 

(a go-to passage, a pattern you’re noticing in the text, or an anomalous moment that seems 

significant) to support and develop it. End with a “So What” that attempts to get at the broader 

significance of your evidence—and that hopefully answers the prompt in a more refined, interesting 

way than you did initially. What does this evidence show us that we might not have considered 

before? Don’t shy away from risk-taking here. FPs should be submitted in person on the day they are 

due. Late work will automatically be reduced to a maximum of 64%.   

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS.  

INDICATE YOUR SELECTION ON YOUR FINAL ASSIGNMENT. 

 

Option 1: Yousafzai literally undergoes life-threatening circumstances to achieve her education, as well as prove her point 

against a group of people that don’t seem willing to budge to see her perspective. In this FP, choose an instance of 

Yousafzai discussing the value in taking this risk, then analyze her decision. Are her efforts worth risking her life, what is 

it that she is fighting for, and what does education mean to her? 

 

Option 2: This book clearly discusses elements of unfair expectations based on gender and sex, but such a statement 

doesn’t really help us understand them, and it simplifies what actually might be fairly complicated. In this FP, choose an 

instance of sexism and think about the way education (and lack thereof) becomes a tool that allows women to say 

something, to do something, to make an argument about something. In other words, what is the function of the education 

in sexism, and why does Yousafzai stress the need to educate young women?  

Option 3: In a 2013 interview with Jon Stewart, Yousafzai remarked, “If you hit a Talib with your shoe, then there 

would be no difference between you and the Talib. You must not treat others with cruelty and that much harshly, 

you must fight others but through peace and through dialogue and through education.” It is obvious that Yousafzai 

doesn’t really equate hitting a Talib with a shoe to their actions she describes in the book, so why does she create such a 

binary narrative, do you think? And, in what is likely a related question, why should she hold the Taliban and herself to 

the same regard? 



 

IV. Student First Pass Assignment Check sheet- Clearly write the prompt selected for your evidence 

selection. Your FP should be in Times New Roman 12-pt font, with a proper MLA heading in the 

left corner (single spaced) and centered title. Please double-space your FP, with it being no longer 

than one page. The entire assignment is worth 50 points on your 1st quarter grade.  This is a 

major/summative assignment value. 

 

Clarity in Argument  _____ / 10 

Incorporation of Evidence    _________ /10 

Maturity of Analysis _____________ /10 

Answering the prompt ___________ /15 

Spelling/Grammar/Format ________ / 5 

 

 

Further considerations when grading include: 

• Evidence embedded and correctly cited 

• Answers the prompt 

• Thorough analysis of evidence and prompt with textual evidence used for support.  

Avoids mere summary. 

• Analysis is organized in a logical manner. 

• Word choice, sentence fluency and conventions are appropriate and do not detract from 

the analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

V. Teacher Rubric- This page is to be submitted as the first page of the assignment.  Please do NOT 

write on this page as it will be where the teacher scores the assignment.   

 

• Evidence embedded and correctly cited 

• Answers the prompt 

• Thorough analysis of evidence and prompt with textual evidence used for support.  

Avoids mere summary. 

• Analysis is organized in a logical manner. 

• Word choice, sentence fluency and conventions are appropriate and do not detract from 

the analysis. 

 

Student Name: _________________________________ 

 

Clarity in Argument  _____ / 10 

Incorporation of Evidence    _________ /10 

Maturity of Analysis _____________ /10 

Answering the prompt ___________ /15 

Spelling/Grammar/Format ________ / 5 

 

 

 

Overall teacher comments: 

 


